THEMES: 
1. The development of specialized labour in pioneer communities. 

2. The functions of small businesses (communities change as people's needs change). 

3. The effects of change on a community (positive or negative) with respect to the welfare of the community. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. To enable the student to describe community facilities and the services they provided for pioneers. These should be compared to present day services (if relevant). 

2. To increase the students' knowledge of what a community is, so that he/she will be able to describe how communities meet the needs and wants of people (its inhabitants). 
- social needs, monetary, geographic, specialization of labour, sharing of resources. 

3. To enable the student to discuss several possible reasons for setting up a business in 1920 and compare these with the reasons for starting a business today. 
For example: finances (store owner & customer), clientele, transportation of goods, theft, size of community, competition. 
4. To familiarize the students with beneficial and detrimental changes which take place in a community with the passage of time. 
For example: inventions, community services - fire, police, doctor, fuel, building construction, farming, sports, leisure activities and time, transportation. 

VOCABULARY: 

· pioneer 

· community business

· division of labour 

· mass production and chain stores 

· hand-made items and small, individually owned businesses

· smithy 

· goods and services

· forge

· anvil 

· mortar and pestle

· bellows 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

In the pioneer days of the prairies, each member of every family had work to do. Children often helped the family by milking cows, feeding chickens, helping to churn butter, making soap, bringing in firewood and so on. 

As communities began to develop on the prairies, people with a special talent or interest began to rely on offering one specific service for their livelihood. Thus, blacksmith's shops, carpentry shops and harness shops evolved. 

1. Blacksmith Shop 

On the main street of practically every prairie community, usually somewhere near the livery barn, was located a blacksmith shop. The blacksmith was a craftsman who shaped metals, usually iron, into a variety of pieces of equipment. Since there were no portable welders, any metal work had to be done in his shop. He was responsible for repairing ploughshares, wagon rims and any other damaged or broken metal equipment. 

The fascinated young visitor to the blacksmith shop of pioneer days would likely find an individual practising his craft by heating metal items in a forge, where bellows, sometimes of the rotary type, forced air through the coke fire which heated the iron until it changed from its usual blackish colour to the red associated with high temperatures. Using tongs to hold the malleable, red-hot item on his anvil, the smithy hammered it into the desired shape with his sledge. Then it was quickly dashed into a nearby vat of water to give the iron the appropriate consistency or hardness. 

The tools of his trade were primarily the forge, the hammer and the anvil. As business grew he accumulated a variety of shears, files, metal saws, grinders and metal bending equipment, some of which he might make himself.

 The pioneer farmer relied on the horse to pull his buggies, wagons, sleds and agricultural equipment. It was the blacksmith who performed the important operation of keeping the horse properly shod to protect his hooves. It was his task to shape the shoe to fit the individual hoof, rasp the hoof, and burn and nail the shoe into place, all the while holding the horse's folded leg firmly between his own two legs. 

2. Harness, Saddles, Shoe Repair Shop 

In addition to providing expertise in harness equipment and selling saddles, the shop keepers were often the town cobbler and leather worker as well. 

The tools of a leather trade include a large, heavy-duty sewing machine which sometimes featured a built-in kerosene burner for waxing the thread while it stitched. 

3. Co-op Store 

The merchant in a small town tried to carry as wide a range of goods for sale as possible. Sometimes this was the only store in town so it was important that he had a stock from which his customers could make a broad selection. 

Stock often ranged from groceries to vacuum cleaners. Nothing was prepackaged - each item had to be weighed and bagged, coffee ground and cheese sliced. Bartering, or exchanging goods for something other than money, was often the method of payment. 

The merchant used scales to weigh his bulk products into packages to meet the requirements of his customers. From time to time, inspectors from the Federal Government visited each of the merchants to inspect and test their scales. If the scales passed the inspection, a seal was affixed to the scale. This seal usually bore the signature of the inspecting officer. 

The post office was usually located in the general store, particularly if the store was the only place of business in the town. Here, most of the community members would gather to shop, so it seemed to be the most logical place for the post office to be located. 

The merchant displayed some of his products on the shelves, in the window and in display cases. The display cases would have glass panes fitted over small sections in which the merchant would be able to put samples of some of his products, e.g. flour, meal, coffee beans, dried vegetables.

Many of the brand names displayed in the store of the early 1900's are still available today. You may recognize Blue Ribbon, Keens, Cadbury's, Nabob, plus many others. 

The store often served as a general meeting place where news and stories could be swapped, and a friendly game of checkers could be played. 

4. Drug Store 

Every town needed specialized goods and services such as the ones supplied by the drugstore. The drugstore not only filled the prescriptions issued by doctors, it also carried specialty lines such as veterinary, stationery, photographic, grooming and hygienic supplies. 

The tools of the druggist's trade include a mortar and pestle, scales or balances, a variety of graduated cylinders, beakers, other glassware usually connected with chemistry, and the compression device that enabled him to make pills of various colours and sizes.

