BLOGGING – SESSION TWO


Inserting Images
There are two ways to get images into your posts. 

LINKING URL

The first way is to link to the URL of where the image is saved. You would use this option if you were using a website to create an image and it gave you a URL to link to like you would in imagechef.com A benefit to this type of linking is that it doesn’t take up space on your blog. However, if the third party site goes down, you images will not work until it is up again.
To do this: Go to WRITE / POST. Click on the little image ICON.
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A pop up window comes up. Paste the link into the IMAGE URL space and click INSERT. [image: image2.jpg]Tnseredi imaze
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UPLOADING
If you took some pictures on a field trip, you might want to upload them to your blog. To do this you need to make sure that they are accessible to you (you know where they are stored). The you go to WRITE/POST. Scroll down until you see the UPLOAD section (see below). BROWSE for the file you want. Click UPLOAD. A new screen will appear. Select size and click OK.
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ADDING USERS  – Adding them and what it means.
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What is a USER? Can I add students to my blog as users?
A USER is someone who you add to your blog. You can grant various levels of permission to various users. Each user must be added to your blog with the email address they used when signing up for their own edublogs/learnerblogs account. Once you have added them as a user, they can go to your blog address and sign in with their username and password to get access to your blog.
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You can add students as USERS if they have their own email address, have already signed up for an edublogs account, they know their own username and password (they will need it to access your blog), and you want them with that much access to your blog.

MANAGING COMMENTS
I want to set my blog up so that my students can comment (but none of them have emails). Can I do this? Yes you can. They will be able to comment but they are not actually signed up as USERS. 
I am a teacher who has a classroom blog. I want to write a post and have my students each comment on the post. For example, my post will contain a short poem and I want each student to respond by writing a sentence or two about the emotions the poem stirred in them. How do I do this?

You log into your blog’s DASHBOARD. Under OPTIONS you select the DISCUSSION TAB.
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You will be given a page full of options – select the ones you want to apply or deselect the ones you wish to remove. You can always go back and change it if you find it didn’t work out as you wanted it to.

Under the section BEFORE A COMMENT APPEARS, if you want to make sure you can APPROVE all comments – select the “An administrator must always approve the comment.”

If you want the students to be able to comment WITHOUT email addresses and WITHOUT a name, make sure the second option is not selected. If students put in an email address you can just click on their email address to respond directly to them.

If you want to remove administrator approval, you can – but if you want to make sure that ONLY authors with previously approved posts can be automatically posted – you would click option 3.
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Now when a student goes to my blog (for example: www.learn2blog.edublogs.org) and reads my recent post, the student only needs to click on the  NO COMMENTS link at the bottom of the post (the link will list how many comments are there – so it could say 5 comments, or 9 comments, etc).
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Once the student clicks on the COMMENTS link, they will be asked to leave a reply. What a student sees will vary depending on the template you have applied to your blog.
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If you have required them to leave a name and email, the email address will be hidden once you approve the content. They do not need to leave a name either but it is nice for you to know who they are – encourage no use of last names.

As a TEACHER, you want to see if anyone has commented (so if you have asked to be emailed notification – you will see those starting to show up in your email inbox). If you have decided to not get email notifications, just log into your blog, go to the DASHBOARD. Click on COMMENTS, AWAITING MODERATION.

[image: image9.jpg]Dashboard Write Manage [Luasney Elog

¥ comments





In this case, there are 2 emails awaiting moderation. I can see the number in (2) on the tab.
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I scroll down that page and can see all of the comments that have been left by students in the Moderation Queue. I select approve and click on BULK MODERATE COMMENTS. These comments have now been approved and will show up on the blog.
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This is the easiest way to set it up so students can post replies, without the extra work and hassle of setting up additional email accounts, and edublogs accounts for each student.
USING CATEGORIES
Categories can help you organize your blog.
When you click on MANAGE and then CATEGORIES a list of existing categories is displayed (or not if you have none).  If you scroll down on the page you will see a section called ADD CATEGORY.
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If you wanted to add the category entitled “NEW TOOLS” but under that category you wanted to have a sub category entitled “WEB 2.0 TOOLS” and another one entitled “LESSON PLANS” this is how you would set it up.

Please refer to the series of screen shots below.

I type out this section with the “NEW TOOLS” in the category name slot (or whatever you want your category to be).  I select “NONE” as the category parent because this will be the main heading. I can type in a description (optional). I click Add Category. 
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When I click on the Add Category button, I can see the category being added to the list of categories above and it will be initially highlighted for me as in the illustration below. At any time I can edit this category by coming to this list of categories and selecting the EDIT link.
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Now I add 2 subcategories. I begin with Web 2.0 Tools. This time when I type in the form, I fill this out this time, and SELECT the “New Tools” category as the Parent Category.
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Click Add Category and it is added to the list above.
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Now I add the sub category of Lesson Plans. Again, I select the New Tools category as the Parent Category.
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When I click add category, I see it added to this list above. Notice the last two categories added show with the list New Tools – Web 2.0 Tools. If you hit refresh it will list these sub categories under the NEW TOOLS heading and indent them with hyphens in your list of categories.
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PLEASE NOTE: If we were to go and VIEW our blog right now – we would not be able to see any of the categories because we have no posts in them. Let’s write a few posts to make them show.

Go to WRITE and POST. When you write your post you are given the option of what category you want it filed under (on the right hand side) – select one of your newly created categories (because they will not show up unless you have at least one post under them). If you forget to assign the post to the proper category or you want to assign it to two or more categories, simply go to MANAGE and then POSTS. Find your post and select EDIT – you can assign the category at that point and publish it again.

LOADING AN AVATAR
I can't get my avatar to show up. Help! 
First you must upload your avatar (or picture). You load an avatar by selecting OPTIONS/AVATAR in your dashboard. You will find an image on your computer to upload. Do so. Crop the image as you wish. Save. You now have an avatar loaded into your blog.

To make it SHOW UP on your blog, there are several variables at play. One, is that you need to add the avatar widget to your side bar to make it show up. Go to PRESENTATION then WIDGET. There you will see a grey box that indicates it is your side bar (you may see two depending on the theme you selected). Scroll down to see the avatar widget (a smaller grey box) and click and drag it into your side bar above. Hit save and view your site. You “should” see your avatar on the side bar HOWEVER, you may have lost all the other options that use to be there (like login buttons and blogrolls). I can not tell if that is because of the server issues or if it is because of something else. I would recommend waiting until the server issues are done and I would then check it out again.

Two. If you have a theme and the avatar is not showing despite the fact you have done all above correctly – try changing your theme and viewing your site to see if the avatar shows up. If it does, then go back to your original theme and see what happens.

Three. The server issues are making things act really funny. I would suggest you wait because I am concerned what you do may not be able to be undone if you proceed on a server operating at half its normal capacity.

NOTE: Doing this might delete the other side bar options you had (such as your login button). If this happens go back into the Presentation /Widget space and click and drag the options you want into your side bar (like META) to get back the items you had on your side bar prior to loading the avatar. If the changes you made do not appear to load or save, try logging out and viewing your blog. It should appear then.

BLOGGING SAMPLES/IDEAS
· Scribes: http://sargentparkmathzone.blogspot.com/2006/09/time-for-scribes.html 

· Make it an Assignment. http://meyerapgovt.blogspot.com/2006/08/welcome-to-ap-politics.html 

· Anonymous Stage Names – each student takes on an online personality that is to remain secret. They must tell you the stage name they will be using so you can keep track of who says what and who is participating.
· “I started using blogs this year in my Social Studies classes. I had students link to articles on current issues, write their opinion/response to the article and then read other people’s articles and comment on them. They seemed to like it and learned more than just cutting articles out of newspapers or magazines and then only seeing their articles and their own perspective.” Online Blogger
· Just look at the integration of technology in this classroom!! Mrs. Cassidy's Classroom Blog: Please note that some of the plugins used on this site will not run within SPS computer network. (Youtube for example). 
· A Difference - A teacher looks at how his use of blogging has changed over time. 
· Consumer Math (he uses student scribes - so go and check this one out.) 
· SPS OLC Online Learning Blog - I use this blog to keep track of some of the great things I find online so I can share them with others. I also post tips and tutorials there. 

Consider some effective strategies that you have used in the past and extend them to include Blogging as part of it.

· Jigsaw – each group responsible for posting the summary of what they learned and other groups post responses or additional comments

· Literature Circles  – incorporate a blog into that existing structure.

· Newsletter Project – students take ownership of the classroom newsletter which is now a blog. They write articles, post links for study, add pictures, comments and other items of interest.

· K-W-L – have posts assigned to cover the topics of what we know, what we want to learn and what we have learned. Students can blog additional comments to each section as a class project moves ahead.
10 ways to use your edublog to teach (From EDUBLOGS.ORG)
There are many ways you can use an edublog in your teaching, here are ten to get you started:

1. Post materials and resources: The web is a fantastic tool when it comes to distributing resources - all you have to do on your edublog is upload, or copy and paste, your materials to your blog and they’ll be instantly accessible by your student from school and from home. What’s more, you can easily manage who gets to access them through password and plugin safety measures.

2. Host online discussions: If you’ve ever struggled to create an online discussion space - you’re going to love what edublogs will do for you. Students can simply respond to blog posts and discuss topics you’ve set them without the added complexity of using a bulletin board - commentators can sign up to receive emails when their comments are replied to and you can easily manage and edit all responses through your blog’s administrative panel.

3. Create a class publication: Do you remember the good old days of class newspapers? Well, they just got a lot easier with your edublog - you can add students as contributors, authors and even editors in order to produce a custom designed, finely tuned and engaging collaborative online publication by your class.

4. Replace your newsletter: Always enjoyed photocopying and stapling pages and pages of newsletters on a Friday afternoon? Though not! It’s ridiculously simple to post class information, news, events and more on your edublog

5. Get your students blogging: It’s all very good sending your students off to blog sites, or even creating them for them, but you need to operate as a hub for their work and a place where they can easily visit each others blogs from. Your edublog can be used to glue together your students blogs, and besides which, if you’re asking your students to blog… you should certainly be doing it yourself.

6. Share your lesson plans: We all love planning and admin, right? Well, using an edublog can turn planning and reflection on classes into a genuinely productive - and even collaborative - experience. Sharing your plans, your reflections, your ideas and your fears with other educators both at your school and around the world using an edublog is a great way to develop as a teacher, and a brilliant use of a blog.

7. Integrate multimedia of all descriptions: With a couple of clicks you can embed online video, multimedia presentations, slideshows and more into your edublog and mix it up with your text and static resources. No cds required, no coding necessary - just select the video, podcasts or slidecast you’d like to use and whack it in your blog to illustrate, engage and improve your teaching toolbox.

8. Organise, organise, organize: You don’t only have to use your edublog as a pedagogue… you can equally easily use the tools to organise everything from sports teams in your school, to rehearsals for the upcoming production. You can set up as many edublogs as you like, so don’t be afraid to use a dedicated one for a dedicated event - your can even use it as a record to look back on down the line.

9. Get feedback: There’s nothing that says you can’t allow anonymous commenting on a blog (although you’re also entirely within your rights to put all comments through moderation!) but why not think about using a blog as a place for students - and even parents, to air issues, leave feedback or generally tell you how great you are.

10. Create a fully functional website: One of the great things about edublogs are that they are much, much more than just blogging tools. In fact, you can use your edublog to create a multi-layered, in-depth, multimedia rich website - that hardly looks like a blog at all. So, if you’d rather create a set of static content, archive of important information or even index for your library - you can bend an edublog to suit your needs.

Classroom uses of Weblogs (Blogging)
• Reflect on your teaching and learning experiences
• Write a description of a specific teaching unit
• Provide tips for parents to extend learning at home
• Post class-related information such as calendars, events, home work, and other important information
• Post assignments based on literature readings and have students respond in their own blogs, creating a portfolio of their work
• Post prompts for writing
• Post samples of class work
• Encourage students to post responses to your posts – maybe an online reading is suitable for your students to read and react to
• Post photos and comment on class activities
• Invite students to post comments to give them a writing voice
• Showcase student artwork, writing, poetry
• Create a dynamic teaching and learning site which contains discussions, pictures, ideas, activities, links to additional information
• Create online literature circles (groups of students read and discuss the same book)
• Build a class newsletter, using student written articles and photos they take
• Link your class with another class somewhere else in the world.
• Post results of surveys they have taken in class
• Have students create their own blogs to complete class writing assignments
• Create an ongoing portfolio sample of their work
• Pretend they are a character in a book you are reading and set up a blog as that character – reacting to the events in the story
• Students could respond to current events and daily news
• Discuss activities done in class and their opinion of them and the learning that took place

(List from “Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts, and Other Powerful Web Tools for Classrooms” by Will Richardson)
When I add a user, I can indicate the role of the user so I can have some additional administrators who have their own login information, as well as, contributors, readers, etc.
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