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2004, Where did it go?

Well, here we are at the end of another year. I'm not sure about
you, but to me it seems as if the year went by far too quickly. Then
again, I think I probably say that every year. Time flies by when you're
busy and 2004 was no different in that respect.

This was a year of many ups and downs. The agricultural sector of
our economy seems to have born the brunt of the hardships that hit
the country and, in particular, the western provinces. It started out

looking as though farmers might get good, or even bumper, crops in
the spring and early summer. Those hopes fell by the wayside as the
rains continued. Add in the BSE crisis and there goes the rest of the

farm income.

It wasn’t all doom and gloom for our area: May saw Meadow Lake
OSB hold their grand opening. Other than the fire in early December,
the plant has run smoothly for over a year, injecting welcome dollars

into our economy.

Sporting achievements were many in 2004. We hosted a very suc-
cessful edition of the Scott Tournament of Hearts Provincial Ladies
Championships early on in the year. Many of our minor sports teams
had successful seasons and for the first time in 17 years we were treat-
ed to some very entertaining high school football. The Spartans may
not have won a championship in their first season, but they gave a full
effort and gained a lot of fans and support from the community. We

look forward to the 2005 season.

Politics is still politics, no matter what happens. 2004 saw the fed-
eral constituency represented by a new face. We hope Jeremy Harri-
son will be able to bring some new benefits to our region. Only time

will tell the story.

2004 had something for everyone, good or bad. All that’s left to say
is, it's over. With any luck at all, 2005 will be a bigger and brighter
year for all of us. From the staff at the Progress to all our readers and
advertisers, we wish you the very best and look forward to serving

you in what will be our 75th year.
Happy New Year!

Dispatches

by Noemi
LoPinto

T

[ am a city person, but far from
born and bred. I was born in
British Columbia, and my hippie
parents and I traveled to New
Brunswick when I was a year old.
We lived in a log cabin in the mid-
dle of the forest, without electricity
or indoor plumbing, in a communi-
ty so small and rudimentary, it
makes Meadow Lake look like
Paris, France. I have very happy
memories of that place.

By the time I was five we
moved to Montreal, and since then
I have lived in cities. City life has its
advantages, some of which are still
too close to my idea of normal for
me to properly describe, (ask me
again in a couple of months.) One
of the reasons I decided to move
was because my daughter Sadie,
who is five, had never seen the
sunset without a building in the
way. Or started a morning without
traffic jams. I started thinking it
might be fun for her to live in a
place where the snow wasn't
brown. In November, I sent off an
application for the position of Edi-
tor in Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan.
Ron Tetz wrote me back. The tran-
sition period between that phone
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call and my arrival was far from
smooth, but the upshot of it all is
that Ron met us in Saskatoon on
December 28th. And here I am.

The first thing I noticed about
this place is that everyone talks to
you. In the city, sheer numbers
impose a kind of unwanted intima-
¢y on people, so you don't talk to
strangers too much. If you did,
you'd never stop. At the bus stop,
in elevators, on the subway and on
sidewalks you may walk by or
stand next to hundreds of strangers
a day. Who has time to get to know
all of them? So you develop the
habits of silence in public places.
But from the first, people here are
coming up to talk to mc. Which is
good, actually, because T feel like I
am on Mars. Even Hong Kong, with
its high rises and taxi's, urban
sprawl and overpopulation, wasn't
this different.

But this morning I learned that
friendliness can have unexpected
results. My first day in Meadow
Lake, T took Sadie and the puppy to
the restaurant next to my hotel for
breakfast. The dog is four months
old, and unused to being away
from me. She reacted badly to

being tied to the couch in the
lobby- yelping and yowling, hic-
cuping and howling as only a small
dog can. Which earned her a spe-
cial place tied to the gum machine
in the entranceway. Which didn’t
seem to lower the noise level
much, as the folks in the restaurant
were only too painfully aware.
Finally, a woman named Bonnie
Cockrum offered me her car as
temporary lodging place. Sadie and
I had breakfast, and then Bonnie
offered us a ride to the Progress
headquarters. I was still staring at
her in amazement when she
opened her car door to see that the
dog had showed her displeasure in
a most disgusting, not to mention
messy, way. Bonnie gagged, and I

O Doing business in a small town

almost died of embarrassment. Ten
minutes later I was sitting in her car
on fresh newspaper, cursing at the
pooch and at good samaritanism.
So far, it looks to me like the Mon-
treal way of ignoring each other is
better. This friendliness stuff can
get messy. Bonnie's sister Lorraine
had a good laugh, and as introduc-
tions go, it was definitely memo-
rable. I only hope it isn't an endur-
ing theme. After all, as the new edi-
tor at the Progress I am in a posi-
tion of some authority, and it just
doesn't do to spend all my first
meetings with people cursing up a
blue cloud and scrubbing fecal
matter off their property with paper
towels. At any rate, I look forward
to meeting y’all.

number.

ity, libel, accuracy and good taste.

Letters to the Editonr

All Letters to the Editor must be signed and include a daytime phone
The Meadow Lake Progress reserves the right to edit for brevity, clar-

Any letters submitted without a telephone number for confirmation
purposes will not be considered for publication.

All letters reflect the opinion of the writer, and are not
the opinion of the Meadow Lake Progress.
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Houses/Mobile
Homes For
Sale 35

1200 SQ. FT. 4
BEDROOM HOME - On
6 acres, 2 heated shops,
barn and fenced for
horses, 12 different fruit
trees, hugh garden
space and lots of grass,
various  other  out
buildings as well. Open
to offers, rent negotable.
Phone (306)236-5514
or 240-8563. (6-7)

For Rent 37

WAREHOUSE SPACE
FOR RENT - |In
industrial Park. Please call
1-800-667-8090 extension
223. tf

GHECK THE

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR ALL
YOUR NEEDS!

Appartments Rooms For Houses For Mobile Homes Wanted To Legal Notices

For Rent 38 Rent 39 Rent 40 For Rent 41 Rent 42 53
FURNISHED ONE LARGE 2 BEDROOM 2BEDROOMHOUSE- 3 BEDROOM MOBILE QUIET PERSON NON NOTICE T CREDITORS
BEDROOM SUITE - BASEMENT SUITE - Phone 240-7622. HOME IN MAKWA - SMOKER AND NON e abaind
Has private entrance, One minute from Centre With a porch and DRINKER - Requires | estate of Kazmer Kindel,
all utilities included, Street, one room 2BEDROOMHOUSE- storage shed, asking accommodation, | am 'parfvfgchge;dg‘g’sti't‘fﬁ&;hne
cable (52 channels), available immediately, Available January 1st, $350.00/month  plus presently —employed deceased, November 28,
available immediately, fully furnished at fridge and stove, Utilities, reference  with MLTC that re- | 2004.Allclaims against the

working single individual,
no smoking and no
pets, 709 2nd Street
West. Phone (306)236-
1821.

$350.00/month, includes
utilites and cable t.v.
Phone Jean at 236-
5265 8:00 am. - 5:00 p.m.
tf

$550.00/month  plus
utilities, no  pets,
references required.
Phone (306)682-1888.
(2-3)

required. Phone 236-
6952. (3-2)

Get Great Results With
Meadow Lake Progress

C-L-A-S-S-I-F-I-E-D-S

quires extensive travell-
ing. Please phone 242-
9710 or cell phone 441-
3509 Celia Clennell.
(2-3)

CLASSIFIEDS-236-5260

above estate, duly verified

by statutory declaration and

with particulars and valua-

tion of security held, if any,

must be sent to the under-

signed before the 16th of
January 2005.

Iris Crouch and

Joanne Gingras

Box 354

Meadow Lake, SK

S9X 1Y3

Executors for the Estate

CLASSIFIED READERS ARE
ALREADY IN THE MARKET TO BUY,
SO THE SALE COMES EASY!

Reach buyers with cash when you
advertise you're no longer needed items
in the Meadow Lake Progress
classifieds column.

Place your classified ad today at
311 Centre Street, Meadow Lake
Phone 236-5265

Our news is

TV s fine,

And radio is great —
If you only need

The time and the date...

But if you want more,
Like figures and facts,
Then pick up our newspaper
'Cause that's where it's at.

We cover the meetings
That you attend
We can sell your car,
And say “thank you” to a friend.

We take pictures of sports
And people and all.
We cover the area all the way

From school to town hall.

We tell you of the bargains
The local merchants sell
So your dollars stay at home
And keep our community well.

Your news won't fade away
With the click of a dial.
The newspaper will be around
For a long, long while.

We recycle our paper
again and again
And soybean ink makes
the farmers our friends.

You can help us save

on our valuable trees

if you'll recycle your papers
we'll even say please.

So if you're interested
in up-to-date news,
subscribe to the
Meadow Lake Progress

Tts a cune fon the Ulueo!)

When you want information, use the
Pl

Phone 236-5265
Fax 236-3130

Alberta Best Buy
CLASSIFIEDS

Reach over 271,000 households via 34 weekly, 2 daily, 2 bi-weekly newspapers plus the internet by calling this newspaper. 25 words
only $103, additional words $2.00 per word.
FOR ADDITIONAL coverage, you can place your ad in the Edmonton Examiner. $29.00 for first 25 words and 50¢ for each additional
word. For more information call (780) 453-9000. Deadline Wednesday 4:00 p.m.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES

ELIZABETH’S Antique & Collectible Show & Sale. Saturday,
January 8, 10am-5pm. Festival Place, Sherwood Park. $3
Admission. Door Prizes. Tables $35/ea. Liz 662-3422.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

A WORK AT HOME JOB On your computer. Training provided. F/T,
P/T. Code 7E www.MyHomePCJob.com

CAREERS

KUBOTA DIESEL 25 KW, Power plante, 50 gallon fuel tank, 60’ 3-
place hotwire, on trailer. Cost $17,000. Sell at $7,500 firm.
(250)567-9647.

GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE has 17 programs available through
distance education. Upgrade your skills or train for a new career.
Find out how at www.macewan.ca/distance.

FABULOUS OPPORTUNITIES available in Nisku for Shop Hands
with mechanical aptitude, Shipper/ Receivers, Machinists & QC with
API. Must be physically fit and able to work various shifts! Apply in
person ASAP with resume & references. F/T Administrative
Assistants required for SS & Nisku based companies. Must have at
least 2 years office related experience & strong computer skills. Fax
resume & references to 424-0011 or apply with resume & refer-
ences to 4451-99 St. (Edmonton) McKill Staffing Services Inc.

HEALTH/BEAUTY & FITNESS

YOU LOSE WEIGHT WE PAY! Women/ men required who wish to
lose pounds and inches on safe, natural pharmaceutical grade
“reshape program” no cost to study group. call 1-888-608-8778.

HELP WANTED

WINTER ROAD WORK. Grimshaw Trucking Ltd. requires 50 Owner
Operators or Subcontractors with tandem decks to transport equip-
ment and supplies from Alberta to various mine sites north of
Yellowknife on the Lupin winter road. Please call Tom Hanna at 1-
888-475-1151.

LICENSED HEAVY DUTY Technician capable of repairing all types
of equipment mainly ag equipment, heavy trucks and light construc-
tion equipment. Willing to consider an apprentice with extensive
experience. Excellent reenumeration. Fax resume and references to
780-789-2223.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER required. Experience in residential and
commercial service and repair. Hot water experience an asset.
Permanent position, $26/hr. and up depending on experience. 986-
3388, Leduc.

TELEPHONE DISCONNECTED? Need service? First month $35.
No deposits, no refusals. Long distance from 4.4 cents per minute.
Call Dial-A-Phone Inc. 1-866-747-3425.

REALTY WORLD CHINOOK CHIEF MTN. is looking for new or
experienced Realtors. Interested in a career in Real Estate in the
Crowsnest Pass? (403)-562-2844

LEGAL SERVICES

DENIED CPP DISABILITY BENEFITS? Disability Claim Advocacy
Clinic can help. Call Allison Schmidt. 1-877-793-3222. www.saskad-
vocate.com

MISCELLANEOUS

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS Best price, best quality, all shapes and
colors available. Call 1-866-652-6837.

MORTGAGES

$5000 - $20,000 MORTGAGES. No Job- No credit- No problem!
Call us first and we can get you a $2000 cash advance today!
“Speed Money Specialists”. Call today for the Speed Mortgage
Special. Quick Approval... Money now! The Mortgage Company Inc.
Tim, 1-877-448-9096. Toll free.

GET $2000 TODAY! $1000 - $2000 mortgages in about an hour. No
Job.. No credit.. No problem! Fast- Friendly- Flexible. “Speed
Money Specialists”. Quick approval.... Money now! The Mortgage
Company Inc. Tim, 1-877-448-9096. Toll Free.

NEED Money? First mortgages at 4.87%, second mortgages 7-
1/2%. Up to 100% of the value of your home. Good, bad or no cred-
it. Greg Brodeur, Asset Capital, 1-877-266-6394.

CREATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR REAL ESTATE. First, second
renewals, equity take out. Better than banks and private rates.
Good/ poor credit. Krista Morgan Asset Capital Mortgage
Corporation, 1-866-992-7738.

SPOTLIGHT ON SINGLES

DATEMETONITE.COM Do you want to meet real fun-loving and
romantic people online? Visit www.datemetonite.com It is Free to be
a member.

TRADE SCHOOLS

HELICOPTER FLIGHT TRAINING available in Whitecourt, Alberta
at Rotorworks Inc. Farm, Oilfield, Forestry and Equipment operating
an asset. Phone: 780-778-6600. email: info@rotorworks.com,
www.rotorworks.com

Alberta Best Buy
CLASSIFIEDS

are published weekly in these newspapers:

Airdrie Echo, Banff Crag & Canyon, Camrose Canadian, Canmore Leader, Cochrane This Week, Cochrane This Week, Cold Lake Sun, Crowsnest Pass Promoter, Edson
Leader, Fairview Post, Fort McMurray Today, Fort Saskatchewan Record, Grande Prairie Daily Herald-Tribune, Grove Examiner, Hanna Herald, High River Times, Hinton
Parklander, Jasper Booster, Lacombe Globe, Leduc Representative, Lloydminster Booster, Meadow Lake Progress, Nanton News, Peace Country Extra, Peace Country
Farmer, Peace River Record Gazette, Pincher Creek Echo, Rocky View Times, Sherwood Park News, Stony Plain Reporter, Strathcona County This Week, Strathmorel
Standard, The Freelancer, Vermilion Standard, Vulcan Advocate, Western Review, Wetaskawin Times Advertiser, Whitecourt. Star.




