Meewasin Meanderings


Earthworms

Activity:
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Trowels or small shovels are always needed for collecting worms, except for specimens stranded after a rain.

1. After a rain, take an earthworm census. Observe dead earthworms on the sidewalk when the sun dries things out after a rain.
2. Do a study of the number of earthworms found in different habitats on your school ground.

3. Collect some earthworms for classroom observation or a classroom zoo.

4. In the spring, earthworms of all sizes can be found in moist piles of leaves. Take a census by size and age. Do young earthworms have the same appearance as mature earthworms?

5. Compare the size of mature earthworms (earthworms with a clitellum) found in different habitats. Does quantity or quality of food seem to have any influence?

6. Compare the number of earthworms in a grassy area and a bare area. Discus the interrelationships involved. How do worms help plants, and how to plants help earthworms?

Slugs and Snails
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Snails are mostly found in damp spots where plants are growing. Slugs usually stay under leaves, boards, and rocks.
Activity:

1. The children can collect the snails themselves. Slugs, because of their cost of mucous, are less appealing and probably best observed outdoors. In searching for them observe the trail of dried mucous, looking like a silver ribbon, which the snail or slug has laid down.

2. Place snails or slugs on apiece of black construction paper and notice the silvery trail they lay down. This will dry into interesting patters, which last about a week and the peel away from the paper. The mucous is in no way harmful and if some is picked up on the hands it can be easily washed off in running water. Have the students compare their snail trails.

3. Place the snail on a piece of glass and observe them from both below and above. Cover all sharp edges of the glass with tape.

4. Notice the two pairs of tentacles and look for the black spots on the tip of the longer pair. As these eye spots are sensitive only to light, they may be shaded from the source of light by a piece of paper or the hand. Then watch the slug or snail withdraw its tentacles. Once the animal is no longer afraid, the tentacles will be poked out again.
5. Look for the opening on the right side of the body and watch it pulsate as the animal breathes. Let the children compare this with their own breathing and the rise and fall of the chest. To prove that the opening is not the mouth, have the kids place food close to it.

6. The mouth is located on the underside of the snail just behind the second pair of tentacles. Place a piece of succulent lettuce close to the snail’s mouth and observe the manner in which it eats. If you can watch this from below you may see the radula within the mouth and how it is used.
7. Turn the snail over on its back and watch how it regains its normal upright position.

8. Look for snail eggs underneath leaf mold. They are chalky white and the size of small pearls. Keep them in a damp spot underneath leaf mold until they hatch. The tiny snails can be kept and observed as they grow.

Related Websites:


· All About Snails - http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Snails/ 

· Snails and Slugs (online) PDF Printable Wordsearch
