Meewasin Meanderings


FLOWERS

Activities


1. Spring rain makes the countryside a riot of colourful flowers. How many different kinds of flowers can you find? Make a record if the colour, size shape and location of each different kind if flower. DO NOT PICK the flowers. Make a sketch and name it if you can.

2. Using a simple chart, compare the leaves ad petals (number, colour, shape) of different flowers found on the playground or in the park.

3. Examine some wild flowers carefully to point out the various parts – petals, stamen, pistil, calyx.

4. Examine growing dandelions, noticing the pointed bud of the unopened flower. Tear it apart to see how the florets are folded inside.

5. Observe and compare the shapes of different leaves. Feel around the edges and then cut them from the plant and superimpose one upon the other to recognize the diversity of shapes.

6. In the early spring the leaves are tender and are eaten for salad. Let the children taste them.

7. After the pappus (seed fluff) has appeared, let the children blow the seeds away, noting how and where they fall to the ground.

8. Examine the little seed suspended below the pappus and note its pointed lower end.

9. Plant some dandelion seeds in a pot and some in water or between the sides of a glass tumbler and a wad of cotton, or upon damp blotters or cotton. Watch them sprout and see how long the seeds growing in water will continue to live.

10. Pick a dandelion to pieces and examine the strap-shaped florets through a magnifying glass to identify the stamens and pistil.

11. Break the stalk of a growing dandelion and observe the milky juice.

12. Look for dandelions in various places – flower beds, grass, etc and discuss why they are found here.

13. Peel of the outer skin of the stem. It will form curls. Note that the stem is in several layers.

14.  Try to uproot a dandelion plant in order to find out how firmly it is anchored in the ground. This is one reason for its success as a plant.

15. Dig up the root with a spade and examine the long, woody root, and the root hairs through which water enters. It is the root that holds the plant fast in the ground.

16. Make whistles from the hollow stems by holding them in front of the mouth a blowing across the top.

17. Let the children compose a dandelion plant seed dance based on their discovery and observation of its movement and appearance.
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