Meewasin Meanderings


Discovering Adaptations
Many organisms have protective coloration, an adaptation to help escape predators.

Outdoor Activity:
(Hide a mounted animal somewhere in the forest for part of this activity).

1. Line up the group along the edge of a trail facing a fairly open stretch of leaf-covered forest floor. Ask them to take three giant steps and to pick up five leaves that are different shades of brown.

2. Back on the path; ask them to arrange the leaves from darkest to lightest. Suggest that they pretend they are deciduous trees and have them “give the leaves back to the forest.” Have them throw the leaves over their shoulders. Then challenge them to find their leaves.
3. Challenge them to find the mounted animal that is camouflaged in the forest.

4. When they find the mounted animal, encourage them to hold different coloured leaves next to tit so they can see how well the creature blends in with the environment – better than if it was a solid colour.

5. (If your school doesn’t have any mounted specimens you might check with Kelsey Institute, Taxidermy Program or ask parents if they might have something at home).

Follow up:

1. Collect pictures of living things with obvious adaptations, approximately one for each pair of students. Try to included plants as well as animals. Natural history magazines are an excellent source for large colourful pictures. Also – have 2 index cards for each picture.

2. Pick an adaptation that is obvious for each picture and write a phrase describing it in one colour on the card. Then on the second card, in a second colour, write how that adaptation helps they animal survive. For example:
· Squirrel: A long tail helps it keep its balance when jumping through the air.
· Frog: Bulging eyes on the side of its head kelps it see carnivores ahead, behind or above it.
Spread out the pictures in a circle so that participants can walk around an see them all. Give at least one card to each participant asking them to place their card beside the most appropriate picture. Their card, together with someone else’s, should describe how one adaptation of that organism helps it survive. Each picture should end up with one card written in red and one in green – which together make a sentence.
Review the adaptations by having the students share the sentences. Now the group should be ready to discover many adaptations outdoors and to construe how the adaptations help the organism survive.

