Meewasin Meanderings


Ants
Activity:

1. Let the children track down an anthill and poke into it with a stick. They will be able to observe how the disturbed ants bring out the pupae. By watching quietly the children can observe how long it takes before the ants return to the nest with their burdens. How many ants do you see? Follow and ant. Where does it go?
2. Place an obstacle in the path of an ant and observe how it gets around the obstacle.

3. Place a dead fly or other food in the ant’s pathway and watch for how the ant will carry it away to the nest. See if it goes for help and if so notice how one ant communicates with another by means of its antennae.

4. Look for different varieties of ants – the tiny Argentine ant that invades our homes and the much larger black or red ants. (The latter may bite although ant bites are not dangerous, except for certain tropical species.) Don’t place more than one species of ants in the same container, lest one exterminates the other.

5. Hold the ant between thumb and finger and sniff. Formic acid is the source of this smell.

6. Observe an ant under a magnifying glass and locate the eyes, mouth, and the many segments of the antennae.

7. Play a game of follow-the-leader, pretending to be ants, feeling the child ahead and behind instead of watching them. This can be done in a safe place with they eyes blindfolded.
8. The children can help dig out the ants for their home-made ant palace.

Follow Up:

Construct a large ant farm by placing a shallow baking pan inside a larger one. This large outer pan is kept filled with water to prevent ants from escaping. Over the inner pan a pane of glass is places which must not extend beyond or touch the outer pan. (Tape the sharp edge of the glass). The inner pan is then filled with soil and a shovel full of ants is added. The queen ant must be included or else the colony will soon die out. She is distinguished by being much larger than the other ants. It is essential to keep a dark covering over the ant colony at all times, except when observing the ants. Otherwise they will burrow down or become inactive.
Once the ants are established in the container, remove the covering from time to time to observe how they tunnel through the soil; look for chambers the ants have hollowed out for the eggs and pupae. The children should be encouraged to feed the ants and to keep the sponge damp(not wet).

