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Activity:

1. Go outside and watch house sparrows and pigeons as they travel over the ground. Let children pretend they are sparrows or pigeons. Devise games based on impersonation and identification. Observe both types of birds in flight. How do sparrows glide? Pigeons? Let the children use their arms to demonstrate flight patterns. Compare the behavior of other common birds.

2. Make a map of the school ground and indicate the places the birds commonly congregate. Correlate this with the need for food, water and shelter.

3. Examine tree trucks for woodpecker and sapsucker drilling. Woodpeckers’ holes are scattered; sapsuckers’ holes occur in horizontal lines. Each sapsucker hole is a little sap well from which he drinks; each woodpecker hole represents one insect taken from beneath the bark.

4. If there is a bird nest on the school ground, try to devise some technique whereby committees of children can observe and count the number of feeding trips that the parent birds make in a school day. This will involve placing the children where they can observe the birds without bothering them.

5. If flocks of birds stop on or near the school ground during their spring or fall migration, take advantage of this unusual occurrence and go out and watch.

6. Graph the contents of a bag of bird seed. Glue seeds on a graph or count numbers of each. Cost of each seed. How many different seeds or other things are in the bag? What is the most common, which is the least?

7. List the types of seed and birds which each that seed. Graph results.

8. Investigate how the birds move, land, peck, drink, perch, and fly away.
9. Do some bird watching. Compare areas (meadow, river, swamp) frequented by birds and the reasons for this (food supply). Locate nests, try building one.

10. Learn to identify birds using the “S” System.  Shape, Surroundings, Size, Sweep, Season, Sight, Song, Shade.

Be aware of:

Size: 
Learn to estimate the size as compared with some familiar bird (ie – slightly smaller than a robin).

Shape: 
Some birds are long and slim, others short and plump. Some, such as ducks, have short legs, others have long legs. Examine bills, feathers, head shape and tails.
Shade:
The general colour will sometimes identify your bird (ie the black of a crow). But many birds can be told apart only by their special markings: by spots or streaks on their breasts, bands on their tails, bars on their wings, etc.

Sweep (Flight):

How does the bird fly? In a straight line, or dipping up and down, or in a zigzag pattern? Does it fly with slow or fast wing beats? 

Song:

Very Often the first you will know of a bird’s presence is its song or call. It won’t be long until you will be identifying all sorts of birds by their call.

Surroundings: Some birds prefer open fields, others woods, still others marshlands or lakes. Small birds haunting the shores of ponds, streams, and oceans are pretty certain to be sandpipers, snipes, plovers. While small brownish birds in the fields are almost as certainly members of the sparrow tribe.
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