Environmental Awareness
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CLOUDS

Outdoor Activity

Take children out on a cloudy day when clouds are visibly moving.

Look for different shapes, animals, puffy clouds, wispy clouds.

Have students create a sketch of clouds that they turn into animals.

SHADOWS
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The exploration of shadows is an experiment with spatial relationships in simple but scientific ways.


Experiment with various objects to clearly see how to make shadows and how to obtain surprising variety and effects using the same object. Raising and lowering, and tilting have interesting effects.

It is harder than it looks to do several of the activities listed below. It is difficult for adults to realize how much challenge is being put into the child’s understanding of space. Do try out all the activities out before hand so you can model procedures for kids. 

Outdoor Activities

1. What kind of shadows can various objects make? What object will make a shadow?

2. Have children examine and explore shadows produced by a variety of cutouts mounted on sticks. Encourage raising, tilting, moving to notice changes in size and shape.

3. Take out a large object as an umbrella. Challenge children to form a shadow that is bigger, smaller, rounder, fatter. They will have to tilt, raise, and lower to achieve new results.

4. Tracing Shadows: On the pavement of the school yard groups can draw their shadows by tracing their partner’s body form with chalk. Each group can attempt a creative picture where they trace one child standing on the shoulders of the other and so forth.

5. Finding Shadows: Children could be sent out with paper and pencil to find shadows – they trace them on their paper. Grass or flowers could be starting points.

6. Shadow Tag: Various ways to play it includes touching someone’s shadow foot with your real foot, touching someone’s shadow with your shadow, and safe zones could be when no shadow forms (in shade).

7. Sundials: Show children pictures of sundials and explain how and why they were used. Have children construct sundials. Set a pencil in the middle of a piece of moist clay. Play the clay and upright pencil on centre in a sheet of paper. At each hour, trace the shadow projected and record the time beside it.

Meewasin Meanderings


