Environmental Awareness



FEEL – BASIC SHAPES

Activity:

Draw a square, a triangle, a circle and a rectangle on the board. Discuss these shapes with students. Ask them if they can name these shapes. Look around the classroom and find examples of each shape.

Take your class for a shape hunt on your playground or for a walk in the neighborhood. If your students don’t know the shapes, carry along samples as reminders. They should look for shapes in nature, and in human made objects. Check the windows of your school, signs, the flag, game areas, etc. Remind your students that the shapes may be of any size.

Blindfold them and have them FEEL for the basic shapes in their environment.

Follow Up:

Repeat they walk in school; have your students choose one shape and draw all the things they had seen outside for that shape; using the four shapes only, draw and colour a collage or consider making mobiles with stiff paper 9coloured) and string and coat hangers.

Have students draw hopscotch patterns on the tarmac using the basic shapes. 

Have students trace various shapes in the sand, or dirt with Popsicle sticks.



Adaptations:
Make this more advanced by looking for more advances shapes and 3d geometric figures. Follow this activity up with the creation of three-d figures from Popsicle sticks or marshmallows (min) and tooth picks.

Use images from The Wonder City Photo Gallery if you can’t get outside to various locations. http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/de/stoon100pics/photogallery/index.htm 
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