Meewasin Meanderings


Insects
Activity:

1. Do a survey of insects and spiders on the school ground. You will find them under logs, on tree stumps, under bark of dead trees, under rocks, land and water, among tall grass, hollow stems, under old leaves, and in new growth on evergreen trees.

2. Make a study of the insects on a flowering tree or in a flower bed. How many different kinds can you count? What are they eating? How do they eat? Compare bee activity to that of other insects.

3. Find a rock in the open space and turn it over very carefully. What lives under the rock? Look very carefully and make sure you see everything.  Check other rocks and compare your findings. What are the conditions required for there to be life under a rock? Make sure to return the rocks carefully to their original placement so that life will not be unnecessarily disturbed.

4. In the spring, go outdoors and watch caterpillars making silk. Collect caterpillar silk and spider silk; compare them. Compare the way the two animals make and use silk.

5. Instruct the children to look for a specimen in a designated area of soil and grass. Explain the procedure used for collecting the insect in a jar, or, for those who wish to use it, how to use the butterfly net. Distribute nets and jars and make the collection. As the insect is collected give the child an activity sheet. (Those who have difficulty can share one specimen with a friend). Fill out observation sheet (see below). Discuss and compare the various insects collected.

6. Do a study on tent caterpillars. Examine them, find evidence of their eating. What happens to a bush when all the leaves are eaten? Why?

7. Find, investigate and dissect various galls. Goldenrod Gall is a swelling on the goldenrod stem, caused by the peacock fly laying an egg on the stem. Willow Gall is a swelling at the end of a willow branch, caused by an insect’s egg.


8. Using a magnifying glass, watch a bee to see how it gathers nectar. Does the bee use its tongue? How does it carry the pollen?


OBSERVATION SHEET

1. Make a recording of the following of each insect you have collected.


2. Name the insect if you can.


3. How long is the insects body (draw it roughly).



4. Make a drawing of the insect, showing the different parts of the body.

5. Does your insect move quickly or slowly?


6. Was it moving when you first saw it? How was it moving?


7. Where did you find your insect?


8. What colour(s) in your insect?


9. Special notes:

OBSERVATION SHEET

10. Make a recording of the following of each insect you have collected.


11. Name the insect if you can.


12. How long is the insects body (draw it roughly).



13. Make a drawing of the insect, showing the different parts of the body.

14. Does your insect move quickly or slowly?


15. Was it moving when you first saw it? How was it moving?


16. Where did you find your insect?


17. What colour(s) in your insect?


18. Special notes:

