Meewasin Meanderings


LEAVES

Activities:

1. Take a “feel walk” – having the children feel different textures of leaves and bring back some for further handling and observation. NOTE: Avoid poisonous and toxic leaves.
2. Have children run a finger around the edge of the leaf and note their variety – smooth, saw-edged, lobed, scalloped, prickly, spiny, etc.
3. Observe the arrangement of the leaves on the stem of any plant. Are they opposite (2 or more at a node) or alternate (one at each node growing on the opposite sides of the stalk). Hold the stalk or twig in the sunlight and observe how each arrangement assures the leaves below their quota of sunlight.
4. Roll the stem of the leaf between two fingers to determine its shape – round, flattened, or angled.

5. Observe how the upper and lower surfaces of the leaf differ in colour and texture.

6. Feel the surface of the leaf. Is it sticky, furry, sleek, shiny, rough, and prominently veined?

7. Look for three types of veining – parallel as in grass and iris leaves; pinnate or feather-veined with prominent midrib, as in oak or rose leaves; or palmate, with the veins rising at the base of the leaf, as the bones of our fingers meet at the wrist, as in ivy and geranium leaves.
Follow-up:

Make leaf prints by pressing the leaf, veined side down, on an ink pad. In doing so place a scrap of newspaper over the leaf while running your fingers over it. Then remove the inked leaf to a piece of clean paper – once more covering it with another sheet of paper and rubbing thoroughly with the fingertips.

Another method for making leaf prints is to place the leaf underneath a piece of white paper and scribble lightly over the paper with a soft pencil or crayon.

To spatter print, first place the objects you have chosen on construction paper. Then apply paint to a brush to spatter paint. Move the items as often as you wish being careful not to smear wet paint. Try additional colours and layer of items to create prized artwork.

