Meewasin Meanderings


Parents and Young
Outdoor Activity:
The concept to be developed is that they young of species will resemble the characteristics of its parents. This is controlled by the genetic code messages stored in the nucleus of each plant of animal cell. This message is passed on from one generation to the next to ensure that a species is continued.
For our children this will mean that robins will have baby robins, dandelions seeds will produce new dandelion plants and ground squirrels will have baby ground squirrels.
Take a walk through the school yard. A fence line is a good spot to look for young weeds starting to grow. Dandelions make a good weed to look for because even early in the month of May there will be adult plants in bloom and young plants in various stages of maturity.

In parks look for nests of birds that may be low enough to observe easily. With care, regular visits could be made to see how they young change form from week to week. If visiting Diefenbaker Park or Meewasin Park – watch for ducks with broods of ducklings in June. Or geese with a gaggle of goslings in mid to late May.

If a sparrow flushes from the grass at the child’s feet stop all motion and very gently and carefully search for the nest hidden in the grass. Try to avoid and trampling of the grass but let the children see the eggs or baby birds.

In most parks it will be possible to study mature trees and young trees. The Trembling Aspen along our river banks makes a good tree to use in this study.

Follow Up Activities:

Might include the compilation of a word list that could be used to describe adult and young of species, drawing picture stories of young and adult species found on the trip, preparation of an adult-young picture display to be matched up by the children or growing sunflowers from seed so children can compare the young plants with pictures of the adult.
