Environmental Awareness


RAIN
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Indoor Activity:

To do when it is raining.

Stop and listen to the rain, where applicable:

· On the roof

· Hitting the window

Have children attempt to imitate the drumming sound or dripping sound of the rain.

Recall hearing heaving rain 

· when in a car or bus

· when in a tent

· under an umbrella

What is rain? It is falling water. It is drops of water falling a great distance from clouds high in the sky.

Look out the window while it is raining. Make a list of things that look different because of the rain:

· vehicles look shiny

· tree trunks darken

· puddle form

· plants bend

· sidewalks darken

· the air is not clear

· plants twitch as drops hit them

· puddle ripple as drops fall

Outdoor Activity:

Walk outdoors just after the shower has ended. Listen for the sounds of drips. Establish what is dripping. Look at shiny wet leaves of trees. Study bush to see how water trickles from upper leaves to lower; how leaves droop under the weight of water. Watch for beads of water handing from fences, spider webs, plant stems.

Look for dry patches (shelter of buildings, beneath buses or big trees). Discuss why area remained dry (wind direction, overhead projection).

What does water do to the appearance of objects?

ON A DRY DAY take out sponge, plastic, balloon, painted wood (pencil) also use brick of building, stones, tree, metal and soil. Pour water on each item and observe effect. Which does it darken when wet? 

Classify as Became Darker or Did Not Change Appearance 

Continue exploration with guessing which objects became softer in water. Have a variety of items to experiment with (paper, soil, rubber, cloth, wood, metal. Poor water on and classify. Soak overnight, examine, and recheck classification.

Classify as Became Softer or Did Not Change.

Discuss the implications of these findings. Why do we story orange juice in wax coated cartons? How is milk able to be stored in a cardboard box? 

Ask which object soak up water. Include plastic, lima beans in container, wood, sand in container, sponge, rubber, cotton, metal, etc. Pour water on items and observe. 

Classify as Soaked up water or Did Not Soak Up Water

Ask why we wear rubber boats for rainy weather. Why we use sponges to clean up spills. 

Follow Up Activities:

Evaporation: Lay a sheet of plastic on moist earth and plants. Leave it for a period of time until water droplets collect on its underside. Examine it. This demonstrates evaporation; the plastic stopped the evaporation of water from floating upward into the atmosphere.

Wet hands. Spin one hand around and around through the air. Keep other hand still. Again moving air (wind) aids in evaporation of water. Can you think of ways to make things dry (evaporate) faster or ways to slow down the evaporation process?

Meewasin Meanderings


