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Spiders
Activity:

1. Make a mount of a spider web. 
Locate a large spider web, preferably one where the spider is not at home.  Using a can of spray paint, spray the web very lightly and allow it to dry. Choose a piece of coloured cardboard construction paper that will go nicely with the colour of the paint. Place the coloured paper behind the web and move it forward carefully until the web touches to the paper. Spray gently with clear shellac to glue the web to the paper. Cut the threads around the edges of the web and you now have a spider web mounted on paper. Compare your web with other webs to see if the pattern is the same.

2. Watch a spider build its web. This takes a long time to complete and it would be unwise to make children stay beyond their interest span. They can always return form time to time.

3. Throw a fly into the web and observe how the spider shrouds it with silk which it manipulates with its legs. Later, if the spider is hungry it will insert its sharp mouth parts into the bound-up victim. Otherwise, it will leave its prey hanging in the web for later consumption.

4.  Run a finger over the outer strand of silk of an orb spider’s web and observe its smoothness; then try to run your finger over the other threads – you will find that they stick to your finger and destroy the web as you pull it out.

5. Watch a spider escape by means of a dragline, which it carries around with it or emits very quickly as it evades danger. It will attach one end of the line to the place it is escape from so quickly that they action is hard to detect.

6. Examine a spider under a magnifying glass, paying particular attention to the various sorts of silk of which the web is made.

7. Look for a funnel web on the ground. These are made by wolf spiders which go out and hunt for their prey instead of ensnaring them in a web. As they come and go from their hole in the ground they drag a silken line. This is what forms the funnel which grows larger and thicker in time.

8. The female wolf spider carries her young around on her back. Perhaps you will be lucky enough to come across one.

9. Search for the garden spider which hides near its web, sometimes nearby underneath a leaf, sometimes within the web, and sometimes down a hole.

10. Examine a spider under a magnifying glass and locate its eyes and mouth. Notice the two organs at the front of the head. These, the chelicerae, are used to seize and kill prey. There is a tiny opening or hook near the tip for the poison with which a spider stuns its victims so that they will remain quiet while they are being bundled up. There isn’t enough poison nor is it virulent enough to harm human (except in the black widow spider or other rare species known as brown spiders.)

11. Look for the pearly, white egg sac made of heavy silk. If you can find one, place it in a covered container and watch for the hatching spiderlings. Notice they hatch in the same form as their parents and do not, like insects, go through a change of form.

12. The spiderlings must scatter soon after they leave the egg sac or they will eat one another. At this time they spin a long silken thread and wait to be carried by the wind. This thread is called gossamer. Tear a small hole in a spider’s web and watch what happens. What does the spider do? How long does it take?
