Meewasin Meanderings


Other Vertebrates
Activity:

1. Do a survey of possible vertebrate habitats. Could you do some planting to increase the number of animals on your school ground?

2. If your grounds include a flower garden, lawn or shrubbery boarder and you are located in a rural or suburban area, you may be able to find amphibians such as salamanders, toads, tree frogs, or tree toads. Observe them in their natural habitat. IF you decide to bring them indoors for a visit, be sure you have an appropriate home prepared for them and can provide LIVE food.


3. Squirrels frequently have feeding lookouts on a rock, a place on a wall, or a horizontal limb where they can survey the area for danger while they eat.


4. These are parked by piles of nutshells and other food remains. Can you locate one on your site? What did the squirrels eat? Where did they get the food?

Conifer seeds are a favorite squirrel meal. Squirrels obtain them by peeling off the scales of pine, spruce, and other cones and eating the two seeds of each scale. Bare and half-bare cone shafts can often be found under evergreen trees or on a feeding lookout. Look for these clues.

Examine the ground under trees for short twigs that tell of squirrel activity. Sometimes when branches are too light to support their weight, squirrels go out as far as they can, then bite the tips off to get at the cones, like hemlock, or at tree buds fat with small leaves or flowers for the coming year. Then they hurry to the ground to feed. 


5. In spring after the snow melts, many lawns have a network of pathways, the trails of field mice that moved just under the snow all through the winter. Have every child find a trail and follow it with their hand. Try to imagine the mouse activity that these trails represent.

Try to discover a mouse feeding area in a protected place on a wall, under a rock, or in a weed patch. Squirrels crack nuts; mice gnaw round holes in buts. Discovering cherry pits or nuts with round holes gnawed in them reveals the nighttime activity of mice.
