THEME: 

Canadian cultural mosaic. Canadian culture is a product of many ethnic groups. (Focus is on Western Canadian settlement, especially Saskatchewan.) 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. To familiarize the students with the settlement patterns of the early pioneers who settled in Saskatchewan. 

2. To enable the students to discuss some of the long-term effects of the settlement of each category of people: Indian, British, French, American, Central European, Northern European and Asian. 
3. To familiarize the students with activities and programmes designed to maintain and enhance ethnic identity in Canada. 
4. To familiarize the students with the shift in immigration policy which led to the settling of the Canadian West. 

VOCABULARY: 

· cultural mosaic
· melting pot

· cultural assimilation

· cultural conflicts 

· immigration

· emigration ethnic group 

· bloc settlement 

· multiculturalism

· homesteading 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Introduction 

Between 1896 and 1914, the Canadian government carried out a rigorous programme in central Europe, Britain and the United States to persuade people to immigrate to the Canadian West. Hundreds of thousands of prospective settlers from diverse and distinctive ethnic backgrounds responded, leading to an extraordinary mass migration which changed the face of Canada. In 1872, the first Dominion Lands Act was passed, offering homesteads of 160 acres for a fee of $10.00. The Act laid down the following conditions for acquiring land: any person being the sole head of a family, or any male over 18 years of age and a British subject or intending to become a British subject, was entitled to apply for a homestead. In the years immediately after the Dominion Lands Act was passed, homestead entries remained low for two main reasons: a lack of transportation facilities, and the drawing power of the homestead land in the American west.

By 1880 it was obvious that Canada had to settle the western prairies, or they would be lost to the United States. Most immigrants' first option was to settle in the U.S. Many of the immigrants only stayed in Canada long enough to find the quickest and shortest route south.

 Although the CPR was completed in 1885, the expected flood of homesteaders did not occur immediately. It was not until the late 1890's that circumstances combined favorably to produce a great influx of settlers. 

Recruitment of Settlers

 A. Clifford Sitton 

In 1896, Clifford Sifton, a Member of Parliament from Manitoba, was appointed Minister of the Interior, a position which he held until 1905. He initiated a programme to attract immigrants to the Canadian west. His campaign included such tactics as: 

1. Spending thousands of dollars on advertising the advantages of life in Canada in the form of posters, speakers, pamphlets, etc., 

2. Sending recruiting parties loaded with advertising material to Europe, 

3. Recruiting British noblement to speak about the virtues of Canada, and 

4. Promising financial assistance to special categories of settlers. 

Sifton was fully aware that the settlers' success on the prairies depended upon their background; therefore, he was only interested in those immigrants who were inclined towards farming. He wanted proven agriculturalists and encouraged the flow of prairie farmers from American mid-western states. The opportunities for this type of immigrant from traditional European sources, such as Britain, France, Germany and the Scandinavian countries, however, were limited. 

The people of Ukraine and the Austro-Hungarian and Russian Empires were an intensely independent and persistent people who lived very close to the land and its elements. They had spent innumerable generations farming limited resources and were noted for their ability to endure and to meet adversity. These qualities were attractive to Sifton. Although they lacked experience with the peculiar Western conditions, they were seen by him as fit people to settle the Canadian Plains.

A number of circumstances occurred which assisted the success of Sifton's programme: 

· the world-wide depression lifted and was followed by a general upswing in prosperity 
· the U.S. was running out of high quality, free land (as long as land was available in the U.S., Canada was second choice for farming immigrants) due to the lack of suitable transportation 
· the railroads advocated the advantages of the west to a world-wide audience 
· agricultural techniques and varieties of grain underwent many improvements 

·  ocean freight rates dropped 

· experimental stations were established and agricultural bulletins were issued to stimulate western farming and agricultural techniques. 

When these factors combined with Sifton's vigorous immigration policy, Saskatchewan began to experience a great influx of homesteaders. 

Events in Europe also assisted Sifton in his recruitment: 

· the Jews were fleeing persecution in European countries in the 1880's 

· Scottish crofters (peasants who rented a few acres of land) evicted from Scottland's westward island, were looking for new homes 

· Ukrainian and polish peasants were discontent with the economic conditions and the persecution in Europe. 

When these European minorities discovered that Canada was a free country with no military conscription and where people were free to use their own language, they were more than ready to brave the new frontier. 

During Sifton's nine years in office, 530,000 people immigrated to Canada, most to Western Canada. 

B. Colonization Companies 

On January 1, 1882, land regulations were enacted by the Dominion Government to control the operation of colonization companies. Every company had to satisfy the government of Canada of its good faith and financial stability before they were granted tracts of land north of the main CPR line. In 1899 an agreement was made between the Canadian government and the North Atlantic Trading Company. Under this agreement the Company was to secure immigrants from Holland, Denmark, Germany, north and west Russia, Austria-Hungary, Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Switzerland. For each immigrant the company received one pound sterling. By 1911, many of the 160,000 settlers from continental Europe had been attracted to the West by the efforts of the North Atlantic Trading Company. The company gradually came under increasing criticism, however, and in 1906 the government cancelled their contract. 
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When a substantial number of immigrants from one locale in Europe travelled together to the Canadian west and then settled as a colony in the same district in the province, it was known as a bloc settlement. Many immigrants who reached Saskatchewan under the auspices of a colonization company formed bloc settlements in Saskatchewan. Other immigrants, however, arranged their own transportation and homestead filing individually, and did not settle in blocs. 

C. Transportation 

The journey to the western plains of Canada was a long and difficult one. Passage across the Atlantic was often accomplished on board ships designed for cargo and freight transport, so that services for human passengers were almost non- existent. Often the ships were overcrowded, and the food expensive and of poor quality. Many boats did not possess individual living quarters, and housed the immigrants without thought to privacy. Once through the hurdles at the Canadian customs, immigrants were faced with the long train ride from eastern Canada to the prairies. Like the ships, the trains offered little in the way of comfort. When faced with the additional difficulty of language barriers, the journey to the western interior of Canada must have been a nightmare for many. 

Conclusion

The people who migrated to Saskatchewan came from many lands and brought with them their distinctive cultural heritages.  They did not abandon their heritage when they arrived in their adopted country, but modified it to suit the different conditions in the prairie west.
