THEME: 

The Little Red Schoolhouse 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. To increase students' knowledge of the history of the present school system.

2. To give students an understanding of the conditions of attending school in the early 1900's. 

3. To allow students to compare present conditions of attending school with those of the past. 

VOCABULARY: 

· slate 

· spelling bee

· ink well 

· one room schoolhouse

· Normal school

· school marm 

· quill pen 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The Little Red School House 

The Education System: 

Our present education system is based on the firm foundation of the system which was established in the days of the pioneers. At the time of its initiation, the public school system in Saskatchewan was under the control of the Provincial Government, either through the Department of Education or the Board of Governors at the University of Saskatchewan. Now all educational concerns for the province are administered by the Minister of Education through the Department of Education. 

With the heavy influx of settlers in the late 1800's and early 1900's, there was enough demand for schools so as to remove the responsibility of formal education from the family to community. In a township, two sections (a section is an area 1 mile by 1 mile) out of 36 were declared crown land and were reserved for schools. The schools were free and non-sectarian. They were established where there were 10 or more children to attend. They usually serviced about a 25 mile radius, or less, because of the difficulty of travelling, especially in the winter. 

The early education system is very similar to the present system as is evident in the following statement by Augustus H. Ball, Deputy Minister of Education, 1914. "The system as has been indicated aims to provide as complete an education as possible. The elementary school is divided into eight grades corresponding approximately to the years six to fourteen of a pupil's life. The high school is divided into four forms of which the last is the same as the first year of the university course and roughly takes in the years to 18 inclusive. The university gives a degree after the successful completion of a four years' course subsequent to junior matriculation."1 

The ideal situation is outlined by Mr. Ball. However, the conditions were far from ideal. 'Weather conditions, harvest, work, and sickness contributed to students missing school. This 

often causes students to remain in one grade for more than one year and in a one room schoolhouse, this fact is not easily hidden. The grades were all in rows. 

Subjects and Standards: 

The subjects taken in elementary school were reading and literature, composition, arithmetic, history, geography, nature study and agriculture, writing, drawing, music, hygiene, physical culture, morals and civics, spelling and grammar. The high school subjects were English, history, physics, chemistry, botany, languages, manual training, household science and physical training. Of course, the subjects offered depended upon the resources of the teacher and the requirements of the pupil. 

In order to receive a Grade VIII diploma, the student was required to pass exams set by the Department of Education. Elementary school was completed by obtaining a diploma, which entitled the person to enter high school. All high school subjects were completed only when examinations set by the Department were successfully completed. 

Funds: 

Schools were supported by government grants and, where necessary, taxes. The taxes would be levied on the land. For example, the taxation on a quarter section of land was two to three dollars. 

The Teacher: 

In the pioneer west there was a definite shortage of teachers because of the many schools opening up to accommodate the heavy influx of settlers. Because of this, teachers' qualifications were wide and varied. If the teacher had a certificate, which was not always the case, it could have been one of three types ranging from third class which was temporary and required two months of training, to first class which was the highest and required a first class course at Normal school. 

Teachers were paid $800-$1000 a year with the possibility that they might be let go if the school board could find somebody to work for less. 

The Schoolhouse: 

The schoolhouses of early Saskatchewan were one-room, oblong frame buildings that were whitewashed. (So much for the little red schoolhouse image.) Their average size was 18 feet x 24 feet. The heating plant was a single fireplace or big box stove. The only way of adjusting the heat was to move closer to or farther away from the stove. The equipment consisted of a blackboard, a teacher's desk and chair, desks or benches, a box of chalk and brushes, slates for the children and a few odd textbooks. The schoolroom was generally poorly lit and smelled of kerosene, chalk dust, damp wood and chlorine bleach. 

Transportation: 

In the days of the rural schoolhouse, the method of transportation to school was not the school bus of today. Each family was responsible to see that their children had a means of getting to school. The distance, of course, varied for each family and so did the mode of transport. Some walked, but the most common mode was the horse and buggy. The buggy pulled by a horse or two, was usually a box set on four wood and metal wheels with one seat for the driver. In the winter the vehicle would be a sleigh. 

1 "Saskatchewan's Educational Systems and Facilities Rival Those of Canadian East" by Augustus H. Ball The Star Phoenix, August, 1914. 

