Educational Databases

If you are looking for a great web site on a particular topic or curriculum area, there are educational sites that have already done the legwork for you. These sites have collected and organized exemplary web sites or journal articles, etc. for schools and have put them in a searchable database. If you don't want your students to search for information, but want to point them to specific web sites that you have already researched, then check these databases out and see which one best fits your curriculum needs.
Saskatoon Public Schools maintains an information page, which is helpful if you require access to any of the available reference tools, and databases that we have access to.
The page is called EDLINKS and is available here (http://www.spsd.sk.ca/index.aspx?section=departments&page=edlinks). This is an important resource for both teachers and students. The page also provides access to a wealth of full-text journals. Some of the most applicable to education are available here. Access in schools is simple and direct, however, access out-of-school may require a password or a special login procedure. An email detailing home access to online resources was sent out to teachers. If you need another copy, please see Judy Byers.

· Worldbook Online (http://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/Home) offers more than 25,000 encyclopedia articles that have been edited to suit the educational level of grades 4 through 12 and adults users. It also has 1,800 tables that cover a huge range from facts about countries and other places, to important dates. More than 10,000 pictures illustrate World Book articles. Pictures include photographs, animal illustrations, reproductions of great works of art, and much more. The 500 maps in the online atlas cover the whole globe interactively, linking to each other, and directly to articles on continents, countries, states, provinces, cities and other places shown on the maps. World Book offers more than 100 animations & videos and approximately 10,000 audio clips of bird songs, popular and classical music, national anthems, word pronunciations, and much more. To play video clips, animations, and sound clips, users will need the RealOne Player plugin, which should already be installed on the computers. Other sections include: Back in Time, Behind the Headlines, Dictionary, Features of the Month, Magazine articles, Media Showcase, Parent Resources, Special Reports, Surf the Ages, Student Resources, Teacher Resources, Through the Year, Today in History, Web sites, What's Happening, and What's New. 

· Encyclopédie Hachette Encyclopedia (http://www.contenu.com/hachette/login.asp) is subscribed to but will expire at the end of January.  Teachers in our school division feel that this French encyclopedia is not meeting our needs and different alternatives are currently being looked at.  Check back on the EDLINKS page soon to access the new French encyclopedia.

· The Canadian Encyclopedia Online (http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/) is presented by Historica and is freely accessible to all.  The site contains the complete text of the Canadian Encyclopedia in English and French, numerous interactive activities, feature articles, games, the Canucklehead Quiz, “On this day in Canadian history”, and an extensive timeline of Canadian and world events. The Canadian Encyclopedia web site now offers the full text of the Encyclopedia of Music in Canada, with some 4000 articles on all aspects of music in Canada.  It also features a selection of articles from recent issues of Maclean's magazine, as well as archived articles from the past few years. The entire text can be searched via the simple search or advanced search and the user can switch languages at any time.
· Infotrac (http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/sasksch_saskatoo) is also a very popular searchable database. This particular database is available, through an agreement with Saskatchewan Learning, to all Saskatchewan K-12 schools.  This database provides access to over 25 million online articles in magazines, reference books and newspapers, as well as complete biographical and bibliographical information and references for approximately 100,000 authors. There are 18 collections to search.

· One of the most popular full-text databases is Proquest Journals and Dailies  
(http://proquest.umi.com/login). This database provides access to thousands of current periodicals and newspapers, many-updated daily and containing full-text articles from 1986. 

· Saskatchewan Learning's General Reference Centre (GRC) of the Evergreen Curriculum (http://www.sasklearning.gov.sk.ca/pls/urldb/udb_gen_ref_pkg.gen_ref_by_subj_menu_form) has a wide-ranging collection of general Internet based reference sources to support all curriculum areas. The site also provides access to educational resources for professional development. Freely accessible to all users.

· CIA World Factbook
 (http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html) provided by the Central Intelligence Agency of the United States and is without access restrictions. This site offers brief factual summaries on each of the countries in the world and is updated annually.  Also included are many reference maps and flags of the world.
· Culturegrams (http://onlineedition.culturegrams.com// offers concise and up-to-date country reports on 182 cultures of the world.  They deliver an insider's perspective on daily life and culture, including the history, customs, and lifestyles of the world's people. Sections include: 
· World Edition: culture from 182 countries and territories in reports that include maps, statistics, a glossary and indepth information on many categories (the background, the people, customs & courtesies, lifestyles, society, and “at a glance”).

· Kids Edition: featuring 66 countries with cultural and geographical information, history, maps, flags, and colorful images.

· States Edition: facts, symbols, and timelines on the 50 states.

· Photo Gallery: 620 images representing over 50 countries.

· Famous People: index features short biographies on countries’ best-known individuals – from composers to inventors to politicians.

· Recipe Collection: features five native recipes from every country in CultureGrams.

· Canadian News (http://directory.google.com/Top/Regional/North_America/Canada/News_and_Media?tc=1/) is a Google Directory that features links to News and Media sites in Canada.
· Saskatchewan News Index (http://library.usask.ca/sni/) offers a searchable index of stories published in Saskatchewan newspapers. The site is consists of two separate yet interconnected components: the Top News Stories and The Saskatchewan News Index. The Top Stories section is organized around major thematic headings which demonstrate the distinctive character Saskatchewan and articles were selected as representative accounts of critical moments in Saskatchewan's history. The Saskatchewan News Index brings together Saskatchewan newspaper indexes and compiles them in an easily searched database. This enables the user to research virtually any topic explored by a Saskatchewan newspaper. This complement of this site will evolve to accommodate current news items.

· First Nations Periodical Index (http://www.lights.com/sifc/) contains journals of mainly Canadian Native content. This site is a tool providing access to information about First Nations people.  Users can easily access information using the Searchable database or go directly to the list of journals.

· Statistics Canada - E-STAT Databases (http://estat.statcan.ca/) is available in either French or English and is the Government of Canada's resource for Canadian statistical data. The user can switch languages at any time. Be sure to check out the excellent educational resources found on this site – lesson plans, resources listed by subject, articles and data, and a case study. Sections also include “Students”, “Teachers”, and “Postsecondary”.
