Student Activities Using Search Engines

Search Engines
Search engines can be used to locate information for many student activities. There are a lot of search engines on the Internet and some are designed specifically for student use. 

Search Tools for Kids

· Yahooligans! (http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/) is a browsable, searchable directory of Internet sites for kids. Each site has been carefully checked by an experienced educator to ensure the content and links are appropriate for kids aged 7-12. In addition to the directory, there are also a number of fun features, including Yahooligans! Games, Sports and News pages, Movies, Animals, Science and Dinosaurs, a Reference section, Parents' and Teachers' Guides, a Cool page, and lots more.
· Ask Jeeves for Kids (http://www.ajkids.com/) is a kid-friendly way for students to find answers to their questions online. Designed to be a fun destination site focused on learning and "edutainment," Ask Jeeves for Kids uses natural-language technology that allows kids to ask questions, such as "Why is the sky blue?" or "What's it like to live in space?" in the same way they would ask a parent, friend or teacher. The service combines human editorial judgment with filtering technology to enable kids to find both relevant and appropriate answers on the Web.
· KidsClick! (http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick!/) was created by a group of librarians who wanted to guide young users to valuable and age appropriate web sites. Students can also search for pictures and sounds.

Other Search Engines

· Google (http://www.google.ca/)
· Alta Vista (http://www.altavista.com/)
· AlltheWeb (http://alltheweb.com/)
· Excite (http://www.excite.com/)
· HotBot (http://www.hotbot.com/)

Search Engine Activities

· Monitor the weather in different part of the province, country or the world over an extended period of time
· Read the local, provincial, national, and international news 
· Search for product information 
· Search for a well-know name. Write a biography about that person.
· Connect with experts on given topics.
· Locate additional information about topics covered in class 
· Search for additional information about current events 
· Search for graphic images to enhance reports, stories, and poetry 
· Search for information about report topics 
· Conduct surveys to compare items around the world 

· Look for information about jobs 

· Locate hardware and software reviews 

