Virtual Field Trips 

A virtual field trip is a pre-planned visit to the web site of a place of interest to accomplish specific educational objectives, rather than a visit to an actual place. Virtual field trips can provide opportunities for students to get a feel for a place and see what it is like without actually being there. Students can gain experiences and bring back facts and information. 

A plan for a Virtual Field Trip should consist of the following components: 
· Topic/theme of trip 
· Purpose of trip 
· Specific objectives 
· Specific web sites to use/visit 
· Preparation, materials, or people needed 
· Assignments 
· Extra equipment needed (projectors, TVs, longer cables, etc.) 
· Follow-up evaluation 
Student Activities Using a Virtual Field Trip 
· Create a multimedia presentation about the experience 
· Write a report 
· Create a travel brochure 
· Design a poster 
· Develop a travelogue 
· Write a newspaper article 
· Present a simulated newscast 
· Estimate the cost of an actual trip including travel, lodging, and food 
· Research the weather or the climate 
· Explore other web sites for information about the physical location 
· Check for possible traveler’s warnings and medical requirements for that area 
· Research area food and recipes 
· Research area demographics 
Suggestions for Elementary Classes: 
· Create tickets for the Virtual Field Trip for the students 
· Simulate virtual transportation by rearranging the furniture and dimming the lights 
· Assign jobs to students such as ticket taker, fight attendant, and pilot 

· Provide an orientation to the physical location prior to “landing” 
Take your students on a field trip right in their own classroom. Your students can gather information about areas in the world that would have been impossible for most of them to see. Visit zoos, Egypt, deserts, historical places and the people that lived there, oceans, and more!

· Little Horus (http://www.horus.ics.org.eg/)  Take a virtual tour of the ancient land of Egypt! Your guide is Little Horus, an Egyptian bird, who will introduce you to the present and past history of Egypt.
· Virtual Field Trips and Tours (http://www.geog.le.ac.uk/cti/virt.html) This page offers links to Internet sites found world-wide which host field trips and tours of various curriculum areas. 
· Virtual Field Trips Site (http://www.field-trips.org/ ) This website has developed virtual tours of the desert, volcanoes, and salt marshes.
· Yahoo: Science Museums and Exhibits (http://www.yahoo.com/Science/Museums_and_Exhibits/) This website has searched for the best online virtual field trips. 
· VolcanoWorld Virtual Field Trips (http://volcano.und.nodak.edu/vwdocs/kids/vrtrips.html)
· The Virtual Cave  (http://www.goodearthgraphics.com/virtcave.html) Explore the extensive underground worlds of solution caves, lava tubes, sea caves, and others.
· Secrets of Easter Island (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/easter/) This is a beautiful Web site put together by Nova and PBS. It includes a tour of the island.

· Explore the Estuary (http://www.estuarylive.org/) If your students are studying the tides, ocean, or water dwellers, this is an excellent site. It includes many video tours.

