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A Lesson Plan for Middle-Years Writers

Overview

This is a long-term creative writing activity best suited to middle-years learners (grades 4-6).  The goal is to conceive, write, illustrate, and construct a storybook for a pre-school or primary-aged child.  It can be used as a stand-alone activity or as a care-partner activity.  Experience has revealed that this activity works best when the student is writing for a real audience – that is, the finished book will be viewed and read by or to the person it was written for.

Objectives

In this activity, the student will:

1. Interview a younger person who will act as the target audience for the finished book.

2. Learn the Parts of a Book by constructing a small children’s book

3. Learn how to storyboard their ideas for the draft copy of the book

4. Write and illustrate a creative story for a younger person to read

Resources / Materials

1. Access to young readers books from their school library to read and glean ideas

2. A copy of a blank storyboard template for students to plan their stories

3. Examples of student storyboards can be found here.

Procedure

· Step One – Read samples of children’s stories and describe what features might make them of high interest to young readers.  Then brainstorm a list of other ideas or topics that may be interesting to children 6 years of age and younger.  Finally, choose a young person who will act as the intended audience for the book that you will write.

· Step Two – Write and edit the ROUGH COPY of your story.

· Step Three – Place your story on the STORYBOARD TEMPLATE provided by your teacher and make rough sketches of your illustrations.

· Step Four – Decide on the size of your book and what materials you will use for the cover board, pages, binding, etc.

· Step Five – Count the pages you will need in your book.  Be sure to include Title Page, Copyright Page, Dedication Page, etc.

· Step Six – Construct and bind your book using all the above materials.

· Step Seven – Using your Storyboard as your guide, print the text on each page and then do your illustrations

· Step Eight – Read your book aloud to your C.A.R.E partner or to someone you know who is in that age group.

Resources

· Writing With Pictures: How to Write and Illustrate Children's Books by Uri Shulevitz
Online Resources

· 100 Picture Books Everyone Should Know – a list of 100 highly recommended children’s storybooks alphabetically arranged by title and including the author’s name.

· Picture Books by Dandi Palmer – a collection of picture books and a gallery of artwork by illustrator and writer, Dandi Palmer.  The collection is free to view and download.  The content of this Web Site is suitable for all age groups. The stories suitable for middle years students to view are on the right hand side under the title “Older Children”.

· Children’s Storybooks Online - Illustrated children's stories for kids of all ages
· Picture Book Unit  by Carol Thiessen, Doug Boyd and Jason Brunett  (2002) Cooperatively planned by a teacher-librarian and two teachers this unit is suitable for students from grades 5 to 8. Students are introduced to the history of picture books, types of picture books, parts of a book and types of media used in picture books. They then evaluate two picture books, and create their own picture books which are shared with their classmates and other students in the school.
Evaluation – the evaluation rubric on the next page may be useful in evaluating the final completed storybook
	
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	 
Demonstrates a knowledge of the parts of a book both in the storyboard and in the final product
 
	Some parts of the book are not present
	Most parts of the book are present but not correctly arranged
	All parts of the book are present and are correctly arranged
	All parts of the book are present, correctly arranged and outstandingly done
	

	 
Storyboard shows evidence of planning and creativity

 
 
	Storyboard does not match or was not used in the creation of the book
	Storyboard was done but did not include the parts of the book
	Storyboard was complete and included the parts of the book
	Storyboard was complete, included the parts of the book and matched the final copy of the book
	

	 
Illustrations show evidence of planning and creativity
 
	Illustrations were very simple or were not complete
	Illustrations were completed but could have been neater or more colorful
	Illustrations were neat and colorful
	Illustrations were neat and colorful and suited the text very well
	

	 
Construction of book shows evidence of planning and is constructed in a durable fashion
	Book pages are disorganized and the book is loosely bound
	Book pages are somewhat organized and the book has adequate binding
	Book pages are properly organized the book’s binding is strong
	Outstanding effort shown in organizing and binding the book
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