Nonfiction Read-Aloud Planning Guide
Date:
​​October 2, 207 


School/Organization:   Lester B. Pearson 
Name & Grade Level or Role:  Jennifer Rommens Grade 3/4

Check One:
(
I am using this log to plan or record notes for my lesson.


(
I am using this log as I observe my peer coaching partner. 

(
I am using this log as I observe a live or videotaped demonstration.
	A read-aloud is simply reading aloud to your students.  Read-alouds of expository prose can be brief, sharing as little as a sentence and illustration or a single paragraph.  When you’re looking for good models to share and discuss with students, look for a) passages that address concepts that fit into curriculum content across disciplines; and b) passages that are well-written, especially in terms of how the author(s) announced and supported her major points.  One of the major instructional purposes of nonfiction read-alouds is to provide an opportunity for students to learn science, social studies, mathematics, and other curriculum concepts and vocabulary; our long-term goal, however, is for students to use similar text as learners and independent readers.


         Title, Author, Page Number(s), of Nonfiction Book Used:

Earth Day- Hooray! Pp. 8 – 30 by Stuart Murphy
1. Concepts Addressed from Social Studies, Science, Mathematics, Other:

Math:  Numbers increase as quantities increase; as numbers increase, place value increases; regrouping is necessary in the base ten system of counting; explore the power of ten relationship between 10, 100 and 1000; express numerals in expanded form and standard form.
Social Studies: Identifying the need for social action in cleaning up and beautifying the environment; importance of recycling.
2.        Language Arts Concepts and Processes Represented in the Text Selection:
Language Arts
Use a direct quote from the story as an entry point from where students could make predictions between  the number of cans, and getting flowers.  Students would copy the quotation from the blackboard, putting in the marks in the correct places.  (She said, “If you can get 5000 cans, that should be enough for some really beautiful flowers.”  )
3.      Organization of the lesson. Remember the attributes of a formal  read-aloud:
1.  Guide the discussion to lead to counting cans to 5000, and the idea of recycling as a reason  to collect cans.
2.  Intro. to the story:  In the story I am about to read, students collect cans from the park near their school.
3.  I will say, “ In math.,  we have been learning to regroup tens, and hundreds, read and write numerals with symbols and words, as well as express numerals in expanded form and standard form.  In this story students of Maple Street School have to count the cans they collect, regroup them, and record the number collected.  As I read I want you to help them record the number of cans collected.”  
4.  “I will give you a record sheet where you will record the numerals either in standard form or expanded form as indicated.  I will pause, and show you the pictures of single cans and the bags of 10, 100 and 1000 cans collected.  You will have time to write.  At the end of the story you would have an opportunity to calculate the TOTAL number of cans collected.  On the board,  I will also  record the cans collected.
►Read passage◄
Read from page 8 to page 30, pausing at pre-arranged spots in the story, while directing students to the item # for the required response.  Do a facsimile of the response sheet on the board so the visual learners will follow easily.  Add correct responses to the board as the story progresses.  At the end of the story, ask students to calculate the total number of cans collected.   After their attempt, do the calculations on the board to reveal whether students at Maple Street School met their target of 5000.  ( Can take this further to discover how more cans than 5000 were collected; did not.)
· Elicit responses from students (Embedded in the above plan.)
· Student application activity: as follows
Application will occur through the social studies curriculum connection.
1.  In a social studies lesson on “being a responsible member of a community by taking care of the environment”,   brainstorm in small groups - “What could/would if people NEVER cleaned up the parks or collected recyclable materials?”  Record ideas in large printing on chart paper.  E.g. garbage all over, grass will die, place will look ugly, provide work for people to pick up garbage, kids can collect cans and get money…
2.  In class setting, share ideas from brainstorm.

3.  Classify the ideas into: A. Good for the Community Environment   B. Not Good for the Community Environment – most ideas would end up in B.  (hopefully) – have not had a chance to do this part.

4.  Students will again meet in small groups to come up with 1 or 2 plans as to what they would and could do to act responsibly toward the community environment.
N.B. Students are reminded NEVER to pick up needles in a park.
4.
Reflections on student responses:
1.  Following the story and writing numerals in standard and expanded form was challenging for some,  but, the  focus was not on how many correct.  Because I displayed the responses on the board the atmosphere was relaxed.  The great visuals in the book helped students with expressing the numbers in expanded form.  They really had to apply mental strategies to translate expanded form to standard form.
2.  It was a good idea to do the facsimile on the board to help the visual learners, and to keep everyone on track.  It was a little more tiring for me to do that and not just read the story.  It prolonged the story.
3.  Students used visual cues in the illustrations to successfully write numbers in expanded form.

4.  The challenge of calculating the total was seemingly welcomed by the higher achieving students.

5.  It was a good idea to make this an entire math lesson and not try to crowd it into the opening part of a lesson.  It stood well on its own.
6.  The next time I do this I will lessen the number of responses as the time it takes for students to get these onto paper, lengthens the story too much, and plays on the short attention span of my students.
I recommend the use of this book in grade 3 and 4 math.

Regrettably, I was unable to this point to do the social studies segment of this Read Aloud.

EARTH DAY-HOORAY!

BY Staurt Murphy

Quotation: She said,  _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
Help the students Of Maple Street School record numbers.
1.  ________________________    standard form

2.  __________________________________        expanded form

3.  _________________________   standard form

4.  ___________________________________      expanded form

5.  ________________________      standard form

6.  ___________________________________       expanded form

7.  ________________________       standard form

8.    _ _ _ _ 

                             TOTAL number of cans 
 +  _ _ _ _       

___________
