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NOTE:


Animals are amazing architects.  They build their homes using materials they find around them, including wood, soil, leaves and grass.  Many animals build homes where they can sleep, hide from predators, or look after their young.  A few build traps to catch their food.  Some work alone, while others work in teams.  Animals use different parts of their bodies, such as teeth, beaks, paws, or claws, to do their work.





*Begin each lesson with an amazing, yet true, fact about an amazing animal architect!





Put some fascinating animal home facts into a shoebox and choose different students to come up and pick out an amazing fact each day!  Be sure to write facts large enough so that the students can post the fact on the animal theme board to refer to time and time again!





Here are just a few amazing, yet true, animal architect facts:





Prairie dogs build a series of underground burrows called towns.  As many as 1,000 Prairie dogs may live in each town! 


A trapdoor spider builds a trapdoor on its home that can keep predators out!


Termites use a mixture of dirt and saliva to build homes that are taller than one-story buildings!


Hornets chew up pieces of wood and plants to make thin paper, which they use to build a large nest.  Inside there are thousands of holes, where the queen hornet lays her tiny, white eggs.





*Be sure to add many more of your own as well as the ones that your students find!





*This idea works great for other animal facts as well, not just animal homes!





*A good source:  Amazing Facts About Animals by Doubleday Books
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