Dec 10, 19032
MY dear Frienods,

Little did | dream this thme Last year that { would be sending
You my New Year Greeting this year from over the sea
thousands of miles away. The approach of Xmas makes me feel
pretty homesick at times, tho' | hav'nt much thme to brood over it
which is perhaps a very good thing. Before Launching tnto my
‘Yoarn” Let me wish one and all every happiness and prosperity
for the coming year and all succeeding ones.

There (s to be a general gathering of the whole colony on Xmas
day and great preparations are bebng made to make it a great
success. Church Service at 10:20. High Tea at 5 followed by a
Cowncert and Large Xmas tree for the children. it is all belng well
organized, sub committees consisting of each 4 Ladies being
appolwted as follows - Meat Committee, Bread, Butter and Milk.
Cakes and pastry, ete, ete, all acting under a general commitiee.
Mr. Hall who Ls the owner of the Large stove is lending his
building for the occasion and on Boxing Night we hope to have n
donce. Bverything ls golng ahead now with amnzing raploity.

Wwe have been most fortunate in having most glorious weather,
contlinuous sunshine from day to day and hard frost at night.
Our clergyman Mr. Lloyd Ls a very musteal man and every
wednesday he holds a cholr practice at his own house. The last
hour Ls devoted to the musie for the following sunday services
after which we have secular musie, quartettes, trios, duets and
solos, all the best muste we can muster. He has now formed o
‘Musteal Union” and we have already 110 names ow the List of
mevnbers. | need scaveely say | have joined and ( thoroughly
enjoy the practices they are so splendidly conducted. we really




have a very fine cholr. Bvery Thursday eve theve is elther a
concert or debate upon some popular topic. The past fortnight it
has been decided by general consent to evect a structure which for
the time belng will serve as chureh, school and recreational voom.
Bveryone Ls giving a log (it Ls of course to be bullt of logs) and
the name of each donor to be engraved thereon by their own
hand. ALl the worke of erecting it is to be done voluntarily each
one having volunteered a day’s, two day's or a weeRs work.
Things go ahead and no mistake. With vegard to the Choral
Lnlon the tolen Ls for all the places around such as Battleford,
Ownlon Lake, Bresaylor all to form branches and practice the
same music and then have a weeting from time to thime of the
massed chotrs. The Lloydminster cholr has already been tnvited
to Onlon Lake Ln Mareh (26 mtles). The whole party to go Ls
sletohs. wWe have a sleloh now which we use with our wagow box
it is a delightful sensation flying over the swow which is not
soft Like tn Bngland but very havd and crisp.

Owne great draw back heve Ls Lack of water. We dug one well
without success and have now starvted another. The have got
dowwn 20 feet but no Luck as yet. Bvery drop of water | use for
cooking and washing is melted snow and Lovely water Lt Ls too,
but of course it means a Lot of Labour carting it bn and welting,
Lt dowwn.

Everyone Ls n grent excltement just mow. An “everseer” has been
elected (same as our Mayor) and canvassing is going on pretty
smartly and (rather fancy the general favourite is Mr. Amos.
So You see with one thing and another we are quite busy. And
now, dear friends, a Little bird tells me some of You are just
working havo for the benefits of the hospital here in response to
my appeal. [ can find no words to express my delight and




gratitude and am positive that Your kindly effort in so good a
cause Will surely bring its own reward and [ am sure many a
hearty blessing will be evoked on Your behalf in Lloyodminster.
A Little Lumber shack s to be put up almost bumediately so
great Ls the need for it t thank Yyou all most earnestly. You
would not wonder at my taking this so much to heart could You
but witness what [ have or beew through what [ myself have
suffered. You cannot realize how awful it is. My next Letter to
You will be a true and accwrate account of how we spent our flrst
Xmas n the Colony. The Little ones are all well and happy and
growing very vapldly. The wee Canadian is the happlest baby |
have ever seen. She will, | think, be very much Like Dorts. [ think
L have told you most of the news. | have been somewhat
handicapped n vy work Llately owing to a spratned arm. | have
managed at some thme or another to strain the principal muscles
of my Left anm. It has been terribly painful. Dr. Anmos feared at
first that  had put it out of joint.

Mr. Rendell has just bought in a piece of Railway land
adjoining our homestead consisting of 320 acres. As soon as the
raitlway ts up tk must be most valuable and will add greatly to
the value of our homestenad. \we also have bought a Little colt 1
year old for 11 dollars and a ton of hay thrown tn. The children
are very delighted. Our old Sport Ls very well and quite at home.
Our police are still with us and ave very Lively boys wo fear of
belng dull where they ave. They make o great pet of Doris. She
always pours out tea for theme. The other people are leaving next
Wednesday, for which [ am truly thankful.

L must now close with a hearty good wishes to all.

Your affectionate friend,




Allce =mendell.



